Legislative Process Map

Introduction and Referral

Find a sponsor & introduce a bill
Contact your state representative or senator to discuss menopause legislation. Ask if
they would sponsor and introduce a bill in the state legislature.

Refer to a committee
Once introduced, the bill is assigned to a committee based on its subject.

l

Committee Review

Study & hearings
The committee reviews the bill and may hear testimony from experts, advocates, and
the public.

Discuss & revise
Committee members discuss the bill and may propose and vote on amendments.

Decide whether to advance
The committee votes on whether to advance the bill. If it does not advance or misses a
legislative deadline, the process may end here.

l

Debate & Vote

Schedule debate
If scheduled, the full House or Senate considers the bill under that chamber’s rules for
readings, debate, and amendments.

Vote on the bill
The chamber votes on passage. Ordinary bills generally require a majority; special
voting requirements may apply. l

Review by the Other Chamber

Repeat the process
The bill moves to the other chamber for committee review, debate, and voting.

Work out differences
If the other chamber changes the bill, the originating chamber may accept the changes
or seek a conference committee. Both chambers must approve identical wording.

l

Governor's Decision

Sign the bill
The governor signs the bill into law.

Veto the bill
The governor rejects the bill. In Oklahoma and Texas, overriding a veto generally
requires a two-thirds vote in each chamber.

Take no action
Oklahoma and Texas have different deadlines and rules for bills left unsigned. Whether
the bill becomes law depends on the state and when it reaches the governor.

RESOURCE KEY

Find a representative or senator

OKLAHOMA

House of Reps
https:/www.okhouse.gov/representatives

Senators
https:/oksenate.gov/senators

TEXAS

House of Reps
https:/house.texas.gov/members

Senators
https:/senate.texas.gov/members.php

FURTHER EXPLORATION

Review a complete procedural overview from
house.gov.

Read the detailed guide provided by USAGov.

Consult the Congressional Research Service
report from Congress.gov
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https://house.texas.gov/members
https://senate.texas.gov/members.php
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